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 Grey Carpenter: I’m Grey Carpenter with Delancy Allred and we’re interviewing Annie 

Sturdivant in High Point, North Carolina for my spring semester class History Detectives on 

March 18, 2015. So, what was your experience like at William Penn when you came your senior 

year? 

 Annie Sturdivant: I was a bit nervous, I guess, because I’d come from a smaller school, 

we were K through 12 was in one house and one site and one building, and that was 

compartmentalized, they had just the high school there so I was really nervous and just getting to 

know so many people when I came from a class of maybe eighteen, nineteen, and I came to a 

larger class of maybe more then two hundred, I’m not sure, but it was quite a few of us. 

 GC: What was the town you were from? 

AS: I was born in Waynesboro, North Carolina and I attended school there until the time I 

moved here. 

 GC: And did your siblings go to William Penn? 

AS: No, four of them had already graduated and I was the last class that went there and they 

closed the school and the other ones went to Central, Central High School. 
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 GC: What part of High Point did you move to when you came here? 

AS: We moved, it was a street called Hoover Street. We lived there because my cousins lived on 

the other part so they told us about a place we could live, you know find a place to live so we 

moved there. 

 Delancy Allred: How far was it from the school? 

AS: Actually, it was right across the bridge, it was a bridge I think that is still there. You could 

just walk across and go to school. That was a new experience because we had been riding the bus 

in Waynesboro.  

 DA: And how did you get to school when you went to William Penn? 

AS: Just walked across. It wasn’t far. 

 GC: What was it like when you would be around white people during that time? 

AS: Actually, it was totally segregated. We lived in segregated communities, segregated 

churches, most of our environment was segregated at that time.  

 GC: So you never ran into them? 

AS: Well, I did. I saw them occasionally. Basically, that had really started to be a turbulent time. 

Well, it was actually ’68 at that time so a lot of things like segregation had already started, I 

mean integration had already started, but we were still in segregated school and pretty much 

segregated communities and stuff. So, we saw white people when wed gone to town or school or 

whatever but they weren't in our neighborhoods and or whatever so. 

 GC: What were the academics like at William Penn? Were their advanced placement 

classes, lower level? 

AS: There were, there were. I think it was probably typical of any school at that time. They had 

maybe English 1, English 2, English 3, 4, 5 whatever for people at different levels.  
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 GC: Was there an honor Society? 

AS: Yes, they had a National Honor Society.  

 DA: Yeah, we still have that. Was the Arts a big proponent too? 

AS: The performing arts like the music? Yes, they had a great band. They were very well known, 

they did a great job with that…drama. Things like that. 

 GC: What were the after school activities like? Sports? 

AS: They had typically what you pretty much would have now, Basketball, Football, Baseball, 

Tennis, Softball. But I generally went home after school because I had gotten a job so I generally 

went home after school. 

 GC: So you didn’t play sports at William Penn? 

AS: Not at William Penn I didn’t. 

 GC: Did you play sports at your old school? 

AS: Well, basically just intramurals like we played outside. They didn’t have the resources that 

they had at William Penn so basically we just played intramurals or whatever like that. 

 GC: What were the activities like on the weekends? Did y’all have a certain place you 

would hang out? 

AS: Basically it was Washington Terrace Park. So, we liked to go there. 

 GC: Was that in your neighborhood? 

AS: It was within walking distance, maybe about a mile or so. 

 GC: Could you tell us a little about your family background and when you grew up? 

AS: I grew up with my parents, my father and mother and I have seven brothers and sisters 

including myself. We basically grew up in a residential home, we didn’t live in an apartment or 

anything. We lived on a large farm because we did sharecropping. We did chores that children 
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do on the farm like gathering vegetables, preparing for meals like churning butter, [Laughter] we 

still did things like that, watching out for our siblings. We did some work in the fields. It was 

pretty typical for most people who lived in that area at that time. 

 GC: Do any of your siblings live in High Point? 

AS: Yes. I have two sisters that live here now. One of my brothers is deceased. Two, three of my 

siblings live in Albany, New York, the capital district, so they’re there. 

 GC: Have you lived in High Point since you lived here when you went to William Penn? 

AS: Pretty much, I lived there with them a short while then I came back to High Point. 

 DA: So, I bet it was a different experience moving here from your farm area? 

AS: Yes, it was. It was different. 

 GC: Did you favor one more than the other? Or did you like them both? 

AS: Well, basically I liked them both for different reasons. I liked the other one because of the 

familiarity and family and most of the kids you started school with in first grade they were still in  

the same grade with you and here you know, the kids moved more frequently. In High Point, 

they moved more frequently but there you know if you had someone who started the first day of 

school with you they were still in the class in the eleventh grade, so it was kind of family 

oriented. 

 GC: So, coming here was different in that aspect?  

AS: In that aspect, you know people moved, they were more transient. 

 GC: What did you do when you graduated from William Penn? 

AS: I worked one year and then I went to Winston-Salem State, I studied Sociology but I got out 

and I wanted to teach so I went to Greensboro College and got my teaching certificate and I 

taught thirty-eight years and I retired in 2005. 
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 GC: What grade did you teach? 

AS: I actually taught children with learning disabilities. I did the whole spectrum from severe 

and profound and did children with learning disabilities and some, they called it an 

exceptionality when I taught earlier gifted children, so I did the whole spectrum.  

 GC: What was High Point like the town when you lived here compared to what it is like 

now? 

AS: It has grown some, it’s more diversified. We had basically when I first moved here I 

recognized mostly white and black people and now I see more different nationalities maybe 

Hispanics, Indian, Pakistanians. So I see a difference in that way that it’s more diversified. When 

I first came here it was more industrialized and now it is more service oriented like people work 

in fast foods, like people oriented but when I first came here it was a lot of factories, furniture, 

hosiery and they are still but not much so, now a lot of it is people do health careers, a lot more 

health careers, a lot more working more in stores or whatever then they did. 

 GC: What did you do for your job when you were in high school? 

AS: I actually worked at a restaurant. It was down on South Main, sometimes I walked, and 

sometimes I clocked the bus. It was a good little walk, but we walked. 

 GC: Did you participate in Sit-Ins? 

AS: No I didn’t, my brothers did.  My parents kind of didn’t want the girls to, but she didn’t 

mind if the boys did. 

 GC: Did they ever tell you what their experience was like? 

AS: They weren’t ever arrested or anything, but they did some protests and some marching and 

stuff. 
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 GC: We learned in class that there was a big march on Elm Street in Greensboro. Did 

they do it in Greensboro or was it in High Point? 

AS: They did some, Washington Street was one of the sites and they did some in Greensboro. 

 DA: We did the Washington Walk a couple of years ago. It was the anniversary, I don’t 

remember of what. 

AS: Did you? It might have been the Martin Luther King celebration. 

 GC: In Greensboro? 

AS: No, in High Point. Sometimes they do it on Green Street. I think they did it on Green Street 

this year and maybe last year.  

 GC: Yeah Green Street, that was what I was thinking if. 

 GC: And you were the youngest? 

AS: No [laughter]. I am the middle. I have two sisters and two brothers older than me and I have 

a sister and a brother younger than me so I call myself the middle. 

 GC: What was y’alls reasoning for moving to High Point? 

AS: I think just my father was getting older. He married when he was like thirty-five so he was 

around fifty-five so he just kind of wanted to do something different.  

 GC: So I guess there was a lot more to do here? 

AS: Well, more jobs, more diversified population of jobs so people could do something different 

then just farming.  

 GC: Did your siblings go off to college or did they work? 

AS: My brothers went to service and my sister, she actually got married but worked in a 

pharmacy. My sister did service work like she worked for Dillard’s and I think she worked at a 

hosiery mill  
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some too. [Pause] One of my brothers, my oldest brother worked for Amtrak for some years until 

he retired. 

 GC: Since you were the last class of William Penn, what were your thoughts of when it 

was going to close after you were gone, were you angry? 

AS: Well, it was some of the nostalgia, you know that you're closing the school, I guess it always 

comes with that. Some of the sadness or you know, thinking that some of the other kids aren't 

going to enjoy the things that you did or whatever and it was a pretty difficult time because the 

other kids were going to integrated schools and our teachers were also going to integrated 

schools so it was hard. 

 GC: Was graduation weird since you knew the school was going to close? 

AS: Some of the excitement of just graduating [Giggles] just took off some of the edge off but 

you know it was still the sadness of our school was closing down and it had been there for 

hundred or so years. 

 GC: Eighteen-something? 

AS: Yeah, it had been around for a long time. 

GC: Were most people pretty angry? Would you say your friends had the same reaction 

as you did or some of them not care? 

AS: I think some of the people’s thinking, you know was that it may have been better, that it was 

a better, .even though it was closing that maybe integration would be better for him, that we 

would have more resources, so some people looked at it like that too. 

 GC: They all went to Central right? 

AS: Some went to Andrews, some went to Central. Maybe some may have gone to Ragsdale. 

But I think it was basically Central and Andrews. 
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 DA: So did you have a good senior year? Was it enjoyable? 

AS: Yes. I met new friends, I am pretty much a people person.  I met a lot of nice people and met 

new friends and you know, to this day we are still friends.  

 GC: Does your class have a big alumni events? 

AS: Yes, we do. We had our forty-fifth class reunion, maybe two summers ago [laughter]. 

 GC: Did you go? 

AS: I did. It was really nice to see everybody. Cause some of the people I see because they still 

live here and some of the ones that had gone off you know I’d seen them I think I saw them at 

my twentieth, I’d gone to about three so I’d seen them over the years. Maybe one or two I’d 

never seen since we left but I’ve saw most of them over the years. 

 GC: So you did make a lot of good friends that one year, because that’s hard to transition 

into high school your senior year. So when you left from William Penn, did you have more 

interactions with white people because things were becoming more mixed or was it still pretty 

segregated? 

AS: Actually, I went to a totally segregated college, Winston-Salem State at that time it was still 

segregated but when I came back to High Point to work, I came back into an integrated 

environment and it took some getting used to. Teaching with children and stuff you know, I was 

working with children with disabilities so some of them didn't talk but I did interact a lot with 

their parents and so that was a new experience for me but then you know people are people, 

when you get down to it people are people and a lot of misconceptions and things that you have 

once you interact with them people just become people, you know they are just people. Basically 

you like or dislike people based on their character or their behavior but sometimes you might 

think that they behave a certain way because they are white or because they are priviledged but 
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once you interact with them you know must people, you know they might be rich and arrogant or 

stupid or they may be any race in that. So you basically you learn to once interact with people 

and know them, they become individuals and not just a group.  

GC: Did you think that white people at first, when segregation started, that they treated 

you differently? 

AS: When I went into the teaching field basically it was already integrated by the time I got 

their, people had already paved the way some, so I didn’t see a lot of that. One of the things that 

made a difference may have been that like I said, I worked with children with disabilities and 

stuff and most of the parents that I interacted with you know they had their share of crosses to 

bear anyway with a child with learning problems or severe disabilities. So, I connected to that 

part of them and they were people were from all walks of life but the part of them was that they 

were looking for ways for their child to become a more productive person and I think I 

connected with that with them so that was my first years that I was that kind of interaction with 

them. I’m sure there were prejudices and probably will still and probably always will be but like 

I said, my goal was to learn people individually. You know, the one thing that was really strange 

when I first started, I had this little girl in my class and the teacher said, “Isn’t she darling?” and 

I’m thinking, “Well..no” [Giggles] and I learned that I didn’t see the beauty that they saw and 

I’m sure that they didn’t see the beauty in our kids but now that was as lesson for me because 

now when I see kids that are adorable, they are adorable no matter what color, what hue of skin 

or whatever, if they are adorable, they are adorable. That kind of shocked me because I hadn’t 

thought about it that way. 

 DA: What made you want to teach? 
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AS: I had some great teachers,that was basically it. My ninth grade English teacher, she 

encouraged us to write and do all kinds of reading. She was literature and English because at our 

school like I said one teacher may have taught several things. She encouraged us, she happened 

to gave me a good grade on something I was just horrified about writing and she just won me 

over, so that was one reason why I taught.  

 GC: Did any teachers at William Penn have that impact on you? 

AS: Basically, we just had a class and moved on. I liked them enough and saw the good in them 

but didn’t get the connection that I did with them like I said down there I may have had a teacher 

for Science, Biology and Math the same teacher and here I may have had one teacher maybe 

twice, three times a week or something so I didn’t get to bond with them like I did with my 

teachers there.  

 DA: Were the class sizes bigger? 

AS: Yes, they were much bigger. So that made a difference. 

 GC: Do you know how big your senior class was? 

 DA: Was it two hundred something? 

AS: I don’t know, maybe two hundred, I’m not sure, or if they all graduated, hm…I don't know, 

maybe between one seventy-five and two hundred something close to that. 

 GC: What was the name of your previous school? 

AS: It was Westy Creek High School. 

 GC: How big do you think that graduating class would've been if you would've stayed? 

AS: Probably, I know that they graduated but they also got integrated too so they integrated into, 

they built a big school in the county seat which was the Waynesboro in  Haywood \County and 
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they all graduated from five or six small cities, they all came together and graduated there. We 

probably would’ve had eighteen or nineteen.  

 GC: At that high school would you ride the bus or could people walk? 

AS: I did ride, no we couldn’t walk. We were in a rural area so basically we rode the bus. 

 GC: Is it in eastern Carolina? 

AS: No, it’s below Charlotte so southwestern part of the state. 

 GC: So, not far from here? 

AS: It is about eighty five, nighty miles southwest of here. 

 GC: Do you ever go to Charlotte? 

AS: I do, quite a bit, some of the games, or… and I go back to Waynesboro quite a bit. My 

family’s been there since the 1800s, so we still go there quite a bit. 

 GC: Did your friends participate in sporting events? Was football big back then? 

AS: Yes, they really did. Football…Baseball. Not so much so in Waynesboro but they did at 

William Penn. 

 GC: Did Waynesboro have sports? 

AS: Not so much so because we really didn’t have the resources.  

 GC: Was there an all white school there? 

AS: Yes, they had an all white school by that same name actually. 

 DA: Were they close in distance? 

AS: Actually, about a half a mile apart.  

 GC: Did you ever interact with the white people? 
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AS: Actually, we had some neighbors that lived maybe about a half a mile from us. Our parents 

got along quite well. My brother played with their son, my younger brother. 

 GC: So the neighborhoods weren’t split? 

AS: Well, actually it wasn’t like we were next door, it was like a mile or two down the road 

[Laughter]. But they were considered neighbors because of the way it was set up. 

 GC: Do you have any special experiences at William Penn that you wanted to share with 

us? 

AS: (Paused) Not really, I think I took a lot of my time to get trying to get oriented, you know, to 

my new setting and new environment. Like I said, the kids were nice. I met a lot of people that I 

still know. I… [paused] nothing that stands out. 

 GC: How was the condition of the school? 

AS: Quite frankly great, [Laughter] compared to where I came from. Like I said, I mean 

comparatively speaking it was nice. 

 GC: What was your old school like? 

AS: Like I said, it was like two buildings and the lower building was for the K through maybe 6 

and then the 7th through 12th was in a different building. 

 GC: William Penn was much bigger right? 

AS: Yes, it was much bigger and part of it is gone, I think. They don’t have all of it there. I think 

they kept the auditorium part.  

 DA: Like the building on top of the hill? You know, there’s like a hill, and then the 

building down there. I think that’s the newer one, at the bottom of the hill. 
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AS: No, that was Griffin. That was the middle school.  

 DA: Oh that was still there? 

AS: Yes, Griffin was there when I got there. 

 GC: Did they give you textbooks and everything like that at William Penn and at your old 

school? 

AS: Yes, we had textbooks, more so then they do now because lots of schools don’t issue 

textbooks hardly anymore.  

DA: And they’re all out of date. 

AS: Even some of the textbooks that we had at the other school, like I said the other school 

Westy Creek High School also and some of the textbooks that the white kids had used, they 

would issue them to us and you know they would return them fair and they would issue them to 

use like new.  

GC: You would get the hand-me-downs?  

AS: But they would say like new, but when they would return them they were fair and they 

would issue them to us they were like new, we were going “How is this, you know” [Laughter]  

 DA: Was it like that at William Penn? 

AS: Oh, no.  

 DA: They were new? 

AS: I would assume. I didn’t know, I wouldn’t have known the history of that but I did know the 

history there, that’s what they did there.  

 GC: So your books were really nice, they weren’t the leftover, hand me down books from 

other schools? 
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AS: No, I think they were from William Penn and I think the state of North Carolina, I’m not 

sure, will keep textbooks for a so many years and then will discard them. I don’t know hwo they 

do it now, but when I taught they use them for so many years and discard them 

 DA: Where did you teach?, or get a new series. 

AS: I taught at Johnson Street, I taught at Park View, and in Winston Salem I taught at Winston 

Salem Forsyth County, I taught at Middle Fork elementary and South Fork elementary schools. 

 DA: Parkview’s the one right here. I volunteer there. 

AS: Oh, do you? Great!   

GC: Was your experience at your College the same as High School? 

AS: Pretty much, yes. 

 GC: It was segregated the whole time you were there, right?  

AS: Yes. 

 GC: And when you left, when did it? 

AS: Well, I guess college is more of choice then high schools are. So, we had some white 

students that came, but it was pretty much some people who were like, coming back to do their 

degrees after they’d had their families and stuff we had people like that in some of our classes 

when I was there. I’ve gone over a couple of times because some of my nieces and things went 

there and they’re still pretty much black universities. 

 DA: You said you went to Greensboro College? Was it different there? 

AS: Yes, that was mostly white. And UNCG was mostly white but I went there as a Master 

student so like I said a lot of that is choice so people chose to come there for maybe the quality 
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of the school or whatever degree they wanted to pursue they chose that school because of that 

not so much because of whether if it was black or white, those were some of the choices people 

chose for doing that. 

 GC: Did you like Greensboro College? 

AS: I did. I had decided to major in children with learning disabilities or children with 

exceptionalities and they had a great program so I did like that and they had great instructors 

[Pause] and also during that time a lot of the kids been institutionalized so they were coming 

back into the school systems so they were I thought one of the schools that were pretty much 

advanced with preparing teachers for that, for those children that were coming back to the 

schools. 

 GC: Was Greensboro different? 

AS: From Winston-Salem State? 

 GC: No just from the city, how it is now. 

AS: Basically, my thing for Greensboro was going over for shopping or…I didn’t know so much 

about Greensboro, I just went over there if I couldn’t find something here. It was bigger, I know 

it’s much bigger. I think of High Point is always like the red-headed stepchild of Greensboro. 

Sometimes when we were younger we’d go over to the clubs or something there. 

 DA: Like downtown? 

AS: Yes, downtown. They had a club called the Cosmos, back in the 70s or something. 

Somewhere to go. 

 GC: IS there anything that we didn’t ask you that you wanted tos hare? 
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AS: No not really. You’ve been pretty thorough. 

 GC: Thank you so much, this has been great, Mrs. Sturdivant. 


